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By FRED P. GRAHAM 

Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8 — The 
family of President Kennedy, 
which previously allowed only 
representatives of the Govern- 
ment to inspect pictures and 
X-rays of the assassinated 
leader’s body, has now begun 
to let interested medical spe- 
cialists see the items. 

Dr. John K. Lattimer, a New 
York physician who has writ- 
ten and lectured extensively 
about the assassination, be- 
came the first person not 
under Government auspices to 
see the items when he exam- 
ined them yesterday at the Na- 
tional Archives here. 

In an interview last night, 
he said that they “eliminate 
any doubt completely" about 
the validity of the Warren 
Commission’s conclusion that 
Lee Harvey Oswald fired all 
the shots that struck the Pres- 
ident. 

The commission, headed by' 
Earl Warren, then the Chief 
Justice of the United States, 
found that when Kennedy was 
killed on Nov. 22, 1963, while 
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Dr. John K. Lattimer discussing how bullets struck Mr. 
Kennedy. He holds photo slides he used in research. 


firing from a building behind 
and above the President. 

| The 65 X-rays, color trans- 


parencies and black-and-white 
riding in a motorcade in Dallas, negatives taken in the autopsy 
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versy because the Kennedy 
family previously guarded them 
so closely that they were not 
allowed to be seen even by 


him.” 

Second, photographs of the 
rear wound show “what ap- 
pears to be a circular bruise 
Which is typical of wounds of 
entry,” he said. 

Third, the X-rays prove that 
the front and rear holes were 
made by the same bullet, which 
passed through the President’s 
body and left two tiny flakes 
of metal and air in the tissues 
along the path between the two 
jholes. 

Some critics have suggested 
that the two holes were made 
by separate bullets— one fired 

from the front and one from £ _ 

the rear. c 
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the Warren Commission, which 
was appointed by President 
Johnson to investigate the as- 
sassination. 

Critics of the Warren Com- 
mission have asserted that the 
items could disprove its con- 
clusion that the President was 
struck by only two bullets, 
both from the rear. 

It has been unofficially ex- 
plained that the photographs 
were suppressed to avoid 
anguish to the family of the 
President, whose head was 
partly destroyed by the second 
fatal bullet. 

Dr. Lattimer said that the 
wound that destroyed most of 
the right side of the brain was 
“horrible” and that the pictures 
should never be made public. 

But he concluded that the Dr Lattimer said u, at i t could 
Warren Commission might a i so h ave helped keep him up- 
have made a stronger case, if right after he was hit by the 


bullet found after the shooting, 
and the President’s back brace. 

One final item, which was 
mentioned only in passing in 
the hearings conducted by Chief 
Justice Warren and other mem- 
bers of the commission, appears 
to have little importance in the 
slaying, but gives a revealing 
insight into the idiscomfort that 
Kennedy suffered as a result 
of the back injury he suffered 
in World War II. 

The item is a knitted elastic 
Ace bandage of the type often 
worm by athletes to support 
sprained or strained limbs. 

Dr. Lattimer said he had 
learned from physicians who 
gave emergency treatment to 
the President that he wore this 
bandage in a tightly wrapped 
figure 8, through his crotch and 
around back of his butte" Q 
Its purpose was to help 
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the staff personnel who pre- 
pared its report had had access 
to the pictures and X-rays. He 
said the items made the fol- 
lowing crucial points: 

First, the initial bullet passed 
through the President’s body at 
A distinctly downward angle, 
more than was shown in the 
schematic drawings released by 
the Warren report, he said. The 
artist who portrayed the path 
«£ the projectile into the back 
of 1®sgsident Kennedy’s neck 
and out base of his throat 


first bullet, so that he was ex 
posed to the second. 

Dr. Lattimer, 57 years old, is 
the chairman of the department 
of urology at Columbia Univer- 
sity’s College of Physicians and 
Surgeons. He became a student 
of assassinations by firearms 
after he observed numerous 
wounds as an Army doctor in 
World War II. 

He has written a series of 
articles in medical journals, de- 
scribing experiments he has 
conducted with rifles, scopes 
and ammunition similar to those 
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ogists who Have written criti- 
cally of the Warren Commission 
report, and from Dr. E. Forrest 
Chapman, the medical exam- 
iner of Wayne County, Mich. 

Mr. Marshall said that, in 
granting or denying permis- 
sion, he would not consider 
whether applicants were sup- 
porters or critics of the Warren 
report; but only If they had a 
serious historical purpose in: 
seeing the material. I 

Some skeptics of the Warren 
Commission’s findings were 
critical that Dr. Lattimer, a 
urologist, had been given first 
access to the material. Harold 
Weisberg, author of a series of 
critical works about the War- 
ren report, termed Dr. Lat- 
timer “an apologist for the 
Warren Commission” and 
asked, “What does a urologist 
know about bullet holes in 
human bodies?” 


